
SUFFOLK COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
Production Control - Bay Shore, New York 

 
INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE  

 
 
DATE: June 22, 2026 
 
TO:  Jeffrey Szabo, CEO 
 
FROM: Michael O’Connell, Director of Production Control 
  Timothy Kilcommons, P.E., Chief Engineer & Dir. of R&D 
 
SUBJECT: Emerging Contaminants Action Plan Monthly Update 
 
 
The Suffolk County Water Authority has proactively addressed emerging contaminants in groundwater 
such as the perfluorinated compounds PFOA and PFOS and 1,4-dioxane, both through comprehensive 
testing and the development and implementation of innovative treatment technologies. 
 
The following is the latest monthly update to the Emerging Contaminants Action Plan requested by the 
SCWA Board to provide the public with up-to-date information about the steps being taken to ensure 
that SCWA meets or surpasses the rigorous regulations established by New York State and the EPA to 
remove these compounds from our groundwater.  This update covers the period from May 25, 2026, to 
date.   
 
PFAS 
  
New GAC systems have been delivered to Oxhead Rd #4 (Stony Brook), and West Prospect St #2A 
(Southampton).  CM has recently completed work at Sills Rd (Yaphank), piping a new well, relocated 
GAC and a portable pump station and completed yard piping at Edgewood Ave #2 (St. James). CM is 
currently installing yard piping at St. Johnsland Rd #1 (Smithtown) 
 
Nichols Rd #2A (Islandia) was assigned to new GAC “B” on 06/17/2026.  New systems at Carrol St 
#2 (Brentwood) and Ruth Blvd #2 (Commack) are being prepared for GAC loading.  Site work 
continues at other sites with the next deliveries scheduled in late 2026.  Future sites include William 
Floyd Pkwy #3A (Yaphank).  The next contract for 20 sets of vessels has been approved by NYSDOH 
and the contract has been bid.  A bid award is on the Board agenda this month.  A purchase order has 
been issued for a small set of vessels for installation at West Neck Rd (Shelter Island).   
 
On April 10, 2024, the EPA published the final rule to set MCLs for PFOA and PFOS at 4.0 parts per 
trillion (PPT).  This is significantly less than the current NYS MCL of 10 PPT and will supersede it.  
The EPA also set MCLs of 10.0 for an additional 3 PFAS compounds and a calculated Hazard Index 
MCL of 1 for a group of 4 PFAS compounds.  In May 2025, the EPA confirmed the MCLs for PFOA 
and PFOS but rescinded the 10.0 MCL for 3 PFAS compounds and the Hazard Index MCL citing the 



need for further study.  Compliance with the new 4.0 ppt MCLs must be completed before April 10, 
2029.   
 
The PFOA/PFOS status list has been updated to include all wells impacted by the new federal MCLs.  
We are finding that levels of PFAS are relatively unstable, most likely because we are dealing with 
such low levels.  We respond quickly to each new result to either blend or take the well out of service 
while still maintaining proper system pressures and flows.  The reduction in the MCLs for these 
compounds has also increased the frequency of carbon exchanges for those wells on GAC treatment.              
 
1,4-dioxane 

Work is substantially completed on the installation of the seventeen (17) AOP systems in Phase 1 and 
work continues at Phase 2 sites.  As of 08/21/25, the last Phase 1 site was placed in service.  On 
9/4/2025 the first Phase 2 site was placed in service.  This brings the number of AOP systems in 
service to a total of 19.   A contract to furnish and deliver fifteen more AOP reactors was awarded to 
Xylem, the PO has been issued and submittals are being reviewed.  The current schedule has the first 
five (5) reactors being delivered in August 2026 with another 5, three months after that and the last 
five, three months after that.  Engineering is already working on the mechanical installation bid 
documents for the first five, so we are ready to go upon delivery.  The mechanical installation contract 
for the first three systems at Lawrence Rd in Kings Park is currently out for bid. Work continues on the 
contract for the next two systems (Peconic St. Lakeland). 

Phase One Sites: 

Smith St. East Farmingdale – Well #1 was placed on AOP treatment 03/10/2025.  To date the system is 
performing as designed. 

Flower Hill Rd (Halesite) – Well #1 was placed on AOP treatment on 07/11/23.  Well #2 was placed 
on AOP treatment on 07/28/23 and Well #3 went on treatment on 08/03/23.  To date the systems are 
performing as designed. 

Hollywood Pl (Huntington) -   Well #1 was placed on AOP treatment on 08/09/23.  The system has 
been performing as designed. 

McKay Rd. (Huntington Station) - Well #1 was placed on AOP treatment on 08/07/23.  The system 
has been performing as designed.   

Waterside Rd. (Northport) – Well #2 was placed on AOP treatment on 08/28/23.  The system has been 
performing as designed. 

Douglas Ave (Northport) - Well #1 was placed on AOP treatment on 08/23/23.  Well #2 was placed on 
AOP treatment on 09/21/23.  Both systems have been performing as designed.     

Falcon Dr. (Hauppauge) – Pump #2A was placed on AOP treatment on 03/25/2f4.  Pump #2B was 
placed on AOP treatment on 04/02/24 and Well #1 was placed on AOP treatment on 04/03/24.  All 
three systems are currently performing as designed.     

Broadway (Huntington) – Well #1A was placed on AOP treatment on 04/29/24.  Well #2 was placed 
on AOP treatment on 05/02/24.  Both systems are currently performing as designed. 



Old Dock Rd (Kings Park) - A new well Old Dock Rd #2 was drilled.  This well was constructed with 
the knowledge that it will require an AOP treatment system.  It replaces Carlson Ave #5 and #6 (Kings 
Park), both of which require AOP but are very old wells and are located on a site that does not have 
enough room for more treatment systems.  Well #1 was placed on AOP treatment on 08/21/2025.  Well 
#2 was placed in service on AOP treatment on 09/04/2025.  Both systems are currently performing as 
designed.   

Middleville Rd (Fort Salonga) – Well #1 was placed on AOP treatment on 09/10/2024.  Well #2 was 
placed on AOP treatment on 09/11/2024.  Both systems are currently performing as designed. 

Phase Two Sites: 

Old Dock Rd (Kings Park) – Well #2 was placed on AOP treatment on 09/04/2025. 

Sunken Meadow Park (Kings Park) – The GAC building addition has been completed.  Both wells 
remain in service and are under the MCL. 

Lawrence Rd (Kings Park) – Four new GAC systems have been installed for future AOP systems at 
that site and PC has placed three of the four systems in service.   A contract for two AOP/GAC 
buildings was awarded in 2023 and building construction is complete.  This site will be receiving three 
of the next five AOP reactors.  The AOP Mechanical Installation contract for the three AOP systems is 
currently out to bid. 

Peconic St (Lakeland) – An additional GAC system for Well #2 has been installed and is in service.  A 
new AOP/GAC building over the two systems has been completed.  PC has loaded one set of vessels 
and placed Well #2 in service on GAC on a seasonal basis.  This site will be receiving two of the next 
five AOP reactors.  Work has begun on the AOP Mechanical Installation contract for these two AOP 
systems. 

Third Ave (Brentwood) – Work is complete on a major electrical reconstruction and upgrade in 
preparation for an AOP system for Well #3A.  A new emergency generator that can power two wells 
and the future AOP is in service. Replacement Well #3A is I/S on GAC and is blended with Well #4. 

North Washington Ave (Centereach) – A new GAC for Well #1 has been delivered.  The GAC system 
yard piping has been installed.  Well #1 remains out of service. 

Jennings Rd (Lloyd Harbor) – A new GAC system has been delivered for Wells #1 and #3.  Both wells 
remain in service on an existing GAC system and are under the MCL. 

 Kings Park Rd (Commack) – A new GAC system for Well #2A was placed in service on 06/02/2026.  
A new system for Well #1A has been loaded with carbon and is being rinsed for clean samples.   

A contract for additional AOP/GAC buildings is currently under review by the NYSDOH.  Comments 
on the submittals have been received, and a response has been submitted.  Site work continues for 
future AOP sites and electrical upgrade work where required continues.  

Emerging Contaminant Wells Current Status 
 
As of this writing, all wells that have PFCs above the New York State MCL are either being treated to 
remove the contaminants or have been removed from service until treatment is installed.  Wells that 
are above the new Federal MCLs are either being treated to remove the contaminants, out of service or 



are blended to maintain lower levels.  Additional GAC systems for these wells continue to be designed 
and ordered.  The current lead time for GAC systems is at least 12 months.  

Similar strategies apply to 1,4-dioxane management.  Wells that have 1,4-dioxane above the MCL are 
on treatment, out of service or being blended with other wells so that 1,4-dioxane levels entering 
distribution are below the MCL.  Treatment is either by an AOP system or GAC.  Carbon does remove 
1,4-dioxane, not well, but it does for a short period of time.  This has and will continue to escalate our 
carbon and labor expenses, but this approach ensures that the water entering our system has the lowest 
possible 1,4-dioxane concentrations while at the same time ensures our ability to meet demand for both 
domestic and emergency use by our customers.   

The Authority has substantially completed Phase 1 of the Emerging Contaminant Action Plan.  Site 
work, foundations and equipment procurement have begun for Phase 2 of the Emerging Contaminant 
Action Plan.  We are now beginning the planning stages for Phase 3 to eventually include all wells that 
have detections of PFC’s and 1,4-dioxane.  

 

Cc: J. Pokorny 
 T. Schneider  
 J. Milazzo 
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